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tion throughout the country. Only seven of
these poems were included in later editions
of the author's works.
Longfellow's father intended that he should
be a lawyer, but a year's trial in his father's
office convinced the young poet that he would
never succeed in the legal profession. About
this time he was chosen Professor of Modern
Languages in Bowdoin College and his life
work began.
The origin of some of Longfellow's most
popular poems is of special interest. "The
Psalm of Life'7 was written on a bright sum-
mer morning, as the poet sat at a small table,
it is said, looking out over the landscape.
"The Wreck of the Hesperus" was written by
chance, after a violent storm. The story
came into- his mind in the evening. He went
to bed, but could not sleep, so he arose and
wrote the poem. "Excelsior" was suggested
by Ms seeing that word upon a scrap of paper
which he picked up on the street. He took
from his pocket a letter which he had just
received from Charles Sumner, and sitting
upon the curbstone, wrote the poem on the
back of the letter. The story on which
"Evangeline" is founded was given to him by
Hawthorne, who- had received the facts from
a friend. This friend thought Hawthorne
could write an excellent novel on the incident,
but he did not see anything in it for a story,
so he gave it to Longfellow.
Bryant
Bryant came of sturdy New England stock.
His mother was a descendant of John and
Priscilla Alden, and his earliest American
ancestor on his father's side is said to have
come to America in the Mayflower. Bryant's
father, his grandfather and Ms great-grand-
father were all JSTew England country doctors.
Bryant was a precocious child. He was
sent to school when three years of age,
and could read well at four. When only
thirteen he published a volume of poems
which had two editions.
The circumstances attending the publica-
tion of "Thanatopsis" are interesting. His
father happened to find this poem in his
son's desk He copied it, took it to Boston
and gave it to Mr. Willard Phillips, the
editor of the "North American Review." The
verses were shown to Richard H, Dana, who
exclaimed, "You have been imposed upon;
no one this side of the Atlantic is capable of
writing such verses." Mr, Phillips thought
 that the father 'wrote them, but when the
truth was known Bryant was invited to con-
tribute regularly to the "Review."
After he became editor of the "New York
Evening Post" Bryant took much interest in
politics and warmly supported Lincoln.
Though habitually dignified and self-con-
trolled, he had a quick temper. Once he met
a political adversary on the street and gave
him a thrashing. The poet never ceased to
regret that failure to preserve his dignity.
His connection with the "Evening Post" lasted
over fifty years.
Bryant is often thought of as grave and
lacking in humor, but he had a quiet enjoy-
ment of fun. A letter written to his mother
about his marriage is interesting. It states
that the ceremony included the muttering of
certain cabalistic expressions which he was
too frightened to recollect. He also says
that he did not look for good qualities in
his wife, but they trapped him before he
was aware. He concludes, "And now I am
married in spite of myself."
Bryant's life extended from the adminis-
tration of Washington to that of Hayes, and
for more than fifty years he exerted a strong
influence on the development of the nation.
He entered fully into the life of the country's
metropolis as editor, orator and public man.
So varied, indeed, were his duties that he had
but little time to devote to •writing poetry,
but what he did write shows his supremacy
in his own field. He was America's first
great nature poet, writing of the bobolink,
the fringed gentian, lakes and mountains.
He continued his editorial work until the
last year of his life, and to the end was
prominently identified with all worthy move-
ments to further the progress of the arts
and literature. "When in his eighty-fourth
year, he delivered an oration at the unveiling
of the statue of Mazzini in Central Park.
Exhausted by the effort and by the heat of
the day, he fell on reaching home, and died
two weeks later.
Bryant's life was unique. He saw Ameri-
can literature develop from infancy to ma-
turity and his nation expand into a mighty
power. No American represents more fully
than Bryant the ideals and history of the
American people.
Tennyson
Tennyson's first volume of poems was pub-
lished by himself and his brother diaries*

